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Abstract:

The present research analyses visual and linguistic techniques used in
the discourses of Pakistani English newspaper (The Nation) to
represent Pakistan Army. The time span for the data collection in the
present study ranges from 17th dec,2014 to March 15, 2015. All the
caricatures about the representations of Pak- Army were collected from
the newspaper and one of them was purposively selected to analyse by
employing a devised research model for the study in hand. The
research employs an amended by drawing upon Van Dijk (2004)
model critical discourse analysis, Barthes’ (1974) model of
Semiological Discourse Analysis (SDA). The analytical categories
include representation, polarization, use of lexical items, metaphors,
implicature and person as state metaphor. The SDA model works on
Identical, Iconic and Indexical levels. Moreover, the researchers have
also validated their findings of semiotic analysis by incorporating the
remarks of focus group participants. For that purpose, two focus group
discussions among the students of linguistic and other disciplines were
conducted and visually recorded. The study reveals that the role of
Pakistan Army in state matters of Pakistan, and in the mechanics of
power distribution is very significant.
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I. Introduction

Print media discourses play a significant role in constructing and propagating a
desired version of reality to the masses. In this way they help in building narratives of
social life across cultures. Semiotic discourses provide an insight into socio-political
culture of a society. Print media discourses examine the role language and visual images
and the way both modes of communication supplement each other in the process of
meaning making. Power exists at various modalities. There is power within and behind
discourses of print media. Political power behind print media has a significant role in
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constructing and representing a constructed reality to the target audience because people
start believing what is made available to them through media discourses. At present it is
observed that linguistic and semiotic discourses of newspapers have got two-fold
significance i-e reproduction of ideologies and voice of mainstream media.  Van Dijk
(1998) opines that the technique of word- picture conjunction is very much popular to
convey the desired meaning more comprehensively. Keeping in view geo-political and
security situation of the country, state pillars like Executive, Parliament, Judiciary and
Pakistan Army have wider share of coverage in newspapers. Highly politicized
language is used to represent different institutions including Pakistan Army.

Pakistan Army is an important state institution of the country. Due to the
services rendered in crucial situations and times the nation looks towards it in the time of
crisis. The defense of geographical boundaries and fighting against the internal threats are
two important responsibilities of Army in Pakistan. Pakistan is facing war on terrorism
since the historic event of 9/11. Its role has been of a frontline state among the
international coalition against terrorism. It is the Pakistan Armed Forces in general and
Land Forces in particular that are facing and fighting against the menace of terrorism. In
recent past an unfortunate incident of terrorist attack on Army Public School Peshawar
(APS) took place on 16 December 2014. The cowardly act of killing of around 150
students, teachers and staff members of the school was condemned by all, the world over.
The nation was infused with an enhanced spirit of fighting against terrorists. The mass
media of Pakistan played its role in reporting the events in the wake of attack on Army
Public School (APS) Peshawar. Thus, the way a newspaper usually reports the events is
labeled as “Centralist”, ‘Conservative’ or “liberal” (Fowler, 1991). In Pakistan’s social
and political context, the role of the Army has always been very significant.

I1. Theoretical Framework

Conboy (2007) argues that there is an intimate relation between language and
society and language is socially constructed.  Montgomery (1986) asserts that different
discursive moves are used in the coinage of newspapers’ headlines. Most often the
concept of word picture conjunction is employed in the process of meaning making.
Similarly, Hodge and Kress (1993) are of the opinion that language is a social practice
which is one amongst many social practices of representation and signification. Social
difference is embedded within our language therefore inevitably within the language of
our news media.

According to (Johnson, 1937; Willett, 1993) political cartoons have their origin
in the ancient Egypt’s culture. In Pakistani press the cartoons or semiotics that cover
politics, military and judiciary have some political complexion or connotation. According
to (Edwards, 1995) cartoons signify political discourse, and national interests. (DeSousa
& Medhurst, 1981) argue that political cartoons perform the functions of entertainment,
aggression reduction, agenda-setting and framing and have major themes of cultural
allusions, character traits of persons, situational themes and political objectives.

Research Question is that: How is Pakistan Army represented discursively
through the linguistic and semiotic discourses of Pakistani English newspaper (The
Nation) post December 16, 2014, Attack on Army Public School Peshawar?
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111. Methodology Employed

The present research critically decodes semiotics regarding the representation of
Pakistan Army in Pakistani English Daily The Nation. In order to find out the underlying
meanings embedded in linguistic and visual discourses of the mentioned newspaper the
researchers have employed Van Dijk (2004) model of CDA , Barthes (1974) model of
semiological Discourse Analysis (SDA) and Kruger’s (2000) model for the analysis of
data collected through Focus Group Discussion.

A. Amended Model

The Research model used in the present research consists of the following
analytical categories selected from the process of inclusion and exclusion. The
researchers have listed down the following category after carefully going through the
existing research models of Dijk (2004) and Barthes (1974 ).

Table 1
Implicature Representation Lexicalization Othering Person as State
History as Lesson Identical Level Iconic Level Indexical Level Metaphor

The rationale behind devising an amended model is that data for the present
research comprise Linguistic and visual modes. Therefore, in order to analyze linguistic
and visual practices the afore- mentioned research models have employed. Moreover, in
order to make semiotic analysis more valid the researchers have also conducted focus
group discussions (F.G.D) on the selected image, concerning the representations of
Pakistan army. This has been done to counter the arguments that are usually leveled
against semiotic analysis that most often it matches semioticians’ specific way of
decoding the images which in certain cases may not match with general perception on
such texts. Each Focus group discussion lasted for one hour and has been visually
recorded. The levels which have been focused to analyze Focus Group discussion data
are words, internal consistency, frequency, extensiveness and finding the big idea.

V. Data Analysis
The following section deals with the analysis of the selected semiotic from the
newspaper about the representation of Pakistan Army.

Figure 1
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A. Linguistic Analysis

Words do not have their meanings in isolation but in context. The users assign
them positive or negative connotations. As far as the analysis of the language on the
image is concerned, the very first word that is written is ‘MULLAHS’. In Pakistan
context it is used most often in neutral sense for religious clerics. The lexical item that
follows it is ‘MULANAS’ which stems from Arabic origin and connotates ‘our
caretaker’. Most often, this word is used positively for the named ones. The religious
figures with good social repute are called ‘“MOLANAS’. The third lexical item used in
the hierarchy is ‘MUFTIS’. The very equivalent of word in English language is
‘Religious Scholar’ who is certified in issuing verdict in certain religious domain, when
required. The word that follow is ‘Molvis’. In Pakistani context the religious person who
is in charge of some Masjid is titled as a Molvi and has mixed repute in society. Most
often, they belong to lower middle class. The socially accepted meanings of the word in
the elite class are usually negative. The next word that the cows carries on its body is
MADARASSAHS with Arabic origin carrying meanings ‘center for religious education’.
Unfortunately, the social meanings most often are taken as such negative according to
western perception and representation of Islam and Muslims.

The next idiomatic phrase that is written there is ‘HOLY COW SIR , VERY
VERY HOLY ..., . Dijk (2004) argues that language is product of the culture it belongs
to. It is hard to decode idiomatic expressions without having sound knowledge of the
culture it belongs to. It is because the connotative meanings cannot be conveyed until the
speakers share the same background knowledge.

We, the Pakistan have been hybrid in terms of culture with hindus and same is
true with our language. Likewise, the ward Holy Cow stems from Hindu culture which
assigns motherly status to cow. Therefore, Hinduism forbids strictly the slaughter of the
cow. One of the reasons that surrounds this myth could be that subcontinent has been an
agricultural land. The main occupation of the people used to be agriculture before
industrial revolution. The people in the past used to plough the land with oxen which
could not have been possible without cows. This could be the reason of the worship of the
cow. On the contrary, there is nothing wrong with the slaughtering cow according to
Muslim. However, this phrase is used to declare an issue as a sensitive one.

Next, in the linguistic text is use of the word sir, as a title in formal sense. The
man in the picture while addressing to ex-Army Chief very formally wants to inform that
the HOLY COW, against which army is going to take action is sensitive one. This may
result in further trouble. Let this cow go un-noticed. This, the religious man does by using
double adverb, very, very’ which implies, the degree of stress he wants to lay in letting
this cow go undisturbed.

B. Semiotic Analysis

At iconic level we can clearly divide the picture or cartoon in three distinct parts.
First of all, the object or focus of the picture is the “holy cow”. The cow is bearing five
capitalized words of Arabic origin written in Latin script or Alphabet. All the five words
start with /m/ sound. Resultantly alliteration is produced which shows poetic or stylistic
rhythm or harmony. The five alliterative words may be taken as parallel with five pillars
of Islam. Five pillars of Islam stand for basic doctrines of Islamic theology. Apparently
the heavy built of the cow indicates that it is pregnant. Thereby meaning that, it will
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create and continue to produce life of its own kind. In other words, a life cycle of cow is
likely to continue. This implies that these five schools of thought have doing a lot to serve
Islam and Muslims. If any one of them is endangered because of any disturbance (in the
present situation military action against these may disturb the peaceful process of the
propagation of Islamic teachings).

Taskona (2009) argues that through cartoons dual faces of the people are
cartooned. Similarly, the image under analysis carries bundle of interpretations if the
large belly of the holy cow has as cartooned in the semiotic under analysis is critically
decoded at semiotic level. It illustrates that the upper half of its belly represents the five
words i-e MULLAHS, MAULANAS, MUFTIS, MAULVIS and MADRASSAHS,
whereas the lower part of the belly is mysteriously empty. Only the patches in dark and
grey color are visible. Densi (2009) argues that the grey color connotes mistiness
unclarity, vagueness and mystery etc. This implies that apparently, these five schools of
thought represent that they are doing a lot to serve Islam and Muslims whereas, the
proportion of belly’s part which is empty and carries black and grey patches is more in
proportion. The possible implicatures that may be inferred from the large empty part of
holy cow’s belly is that what these religious clerics do at surface level is known to all
whereas, what lies at the bottom/inner recesses of the belly is mystery and perhaps know
to none. This might have aroused suspicion in the minds of different people including
military that the mysterious unexplored part of the belly must be discovered lest these
religious clerics should be involved in exploiting the people and the country.

Wodak (2009) opines that discourses are deeply rooted in history and without
having sound knowledge of history they are most often difficult to be decoded. Similarly,
in the picture under analysis the word MADRASSAHS is least visible among the five
which might imply that what is being imparted in MADRASSAHS (Religious Schools) is
perhaps known to very few people. Therefore, in the past several attempts were made to
bring reform in the syllabi taught in Madrassahs. Such syllabi should be at power with the
other syllabi taught in public and private institutions so that the students being taught in
Madrassahs should be capable enough to compete other students in different domains of
knowledge afterwards. The cow is very firm footed having massive size which implies
that it is extremely difficult for an individual (or institution) to act against it. It is obvious
from the picture of the holy cow that its background is full of cow dung and the way it
seems marching ahead it will continue throwing the cow dung and whosoever wants to
confront it will have to fight on different fronts i-e from the front side will have to
manage its huge size ( its popularity among the masses) and the pungent dirt it is
spreading ( in the form of violence caused in the name of religion through Madrassah’s
students). The raised tail of the cow implies that it will continue throwing dung while
covering its distance ahead and the raised ears, swollen nostrils imply that it is highly
alert, well informed and ready to combat if somebody prevents its way. Moreover,
lowered eyes of Maulana Fazal- Ur- Rehman have been juxtaposed with the raised and
alert eyes of the cow which may imply that if the situation is not going to be settled
through dialogue at first level then the holy cow which metaphorically stands for different
religious groups are ready to confront with military. The concept of persons as state/class
metaphors as propounded by Lakoff (2000) has been laid up here. The men in the picture
under analysis metaphorically are representatives of their institutes i-e military and
political religious parties in Pakistan. Still, another significant feature as connoted by the
image under analysis is that Molana Fazal Ur Rehman who is a representative of a
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religio- political school of thought is trying to make his stance clear to the army chief
that this particular cow is very holy as is obvious from the pointed index finger towards
the cow in the picture and he is trying to convince the chief of army staff at linguistic and
semiotic level. In religious domain index finger is pointed to witness something very
sacred. Therefore, at linguistic and semiotic levels Molana Fazal -ul- Rehman is doing his
best to convince the army chief that misconceptions propagated about these religious
clerics are concocted that they are involved in terrorist and anti- state activities are
baseless. These are doing holy things and are  just like the Holy Cow in Indian
Mythology and must not be suspected.

Eco (2001) opines that language connotes and denotes things simultaneously.
Similarly, behind the holy cow its dung is lying on ground and raised tail of the cow
shows that the cow is in process of throwing down more dung. So, on one hand it is holy
and on the other it is marching ahead throwing its dung. This is how two opposing ideas
have been juxtaposed here in the semiotic under analysis. The white bearded man is
Maulana Fazal Ur Rahman, the famous religious and political leader. Some people term
him as founder of ‘Taliban’. The Maulana has been shown as advocating the case of
religious matters to Chief of Army Staff. Maulana Fazal Ur Rahman represents the
‘Jihadi’ faction of Pakistani society. So, his cartoon is more symbolic than personal.
Third figure is the picture of Chief of Army Staff General Raheel Sharif, Pakistan Army
Chief. At present Pakistan Army is actively involved in war against terrorism on western
front of Pakistan. The General is wearing combat uniform in the picture. It symbolizes
active involvement of Pakistan Army in war against terrorism. The stick in the hand of
General Raheel Sharif symbolizes the power of muscle. While holding the stick in right
hand the General is striking the palm of left hand with the stick. It shows that the General
is double minded and split in his thought. Maulana Fazal Ur Rahman is shown standing
behind the General and whispering the words while pointing towards ‘holy cow’.

Possibly the cartoonist wants to express that ‘holy cow’ has been created and
groomed by the army in collaboration with religious leaders. The whisper is normally
done between trusted and confidant fellows or friends. The mutual issue already shared
between two parties is discussed between common stake holders. So, the cartoonist has
conveyed hidden message to the readership that Pakistan Army and religious scholars
have common agenda regarding state matters of Pakistan which is usually termed as
MULLAH MILITARY ALLIENCE. In the past most of the time army gained rule
through Mullahs. These religious clerics have been working for the army and were used
in the time of need to rule the country. Perhaps, this is the reason that Molana Fazal Ur
Rehman is Stressing the concept of holiness and utility of the holy cow to the army chief
that if this cow has been working for you in the past ,it can go against you any time
because it has gained enough strength as is obvious from the bulky size of the cow.

V. Focus Group Findings

As mentioned in the methodology section that the researchers have conducted
two focus discussions on the selected political cartoon to include general perception. It is
usually assumed that readers’ and viewers’ opinion is ignored while doing multimodal
discourse analysis. To counter this objection the remarks of the focus group participants
have been included in the following section.
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One of the participants remarked as under:

“This cow has been working for the army as is obvious from the
history. Everyone knows MULLAH MILITARY ALLANCE. Military
most often ruled the country with the help of this religious cow. The
posture of Mullah in the cartoon is obvious.”

Another remarked:

“The religious political parties have always exploited the people in the
name of religion. Now they have become so powerful to take arms even
against army. They are the root cause of religious and political
disturbance. Army should take action against them.”

However, almost all the participants were of the opinion the religious parties are
interest seekers. Some of them argued that the heavy size of the holy cow represents the
huge amount of funds they get from anti- state groups to spread chaos among masses.
Mullahs exploited the poor people in the name of religion.

V1. Summary of Findings

The present research concludes that print media discourses reflect the social,
political and cultural scenario of a given society. Most often it serves as a distorting prism
to reflect reality in a desired manner. The analysis of the data illustrates that a unified
picture about representations of Pakistan Army emerges. Print media semiotic discourses
in Pakistani English newspaper are read and viewed by casual readership. Therefore, the
findings of the study highlight that Pakistan Army is a dominant and powerful institution
of the country. Different linguistic and visual techniques have been employed to
represent Pakistan Army positively which is ever ready to serve the country when it is in
crisis.
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